THE   ZONES

October 1940, in the company of a Scot who reached
Britain again. We crossed the line without papers and
passed the night in a hen-roost. I hope he will read these
lines and recognise himself from the details. I should be
happy to shake his hand and take up again the conver-
sation which was prolonged so far into the night.

In order to cross the demarcation line a special permit
must be obtained from the Germans. This permit must
be requested by a Chamber of Commerce on behalf of
business men or industrialists, or by professional associa-
tions, according to the case. For personal affairs, it is
obtainable through the Prefecture of Police or the German
bureau in the Rue de Gallilee, and for all other reasons,
serious illness and so on, from the Prefecture de la Seine.

Besides this, Government departments have weekly
services which accept a limited amount of commercial
mail. This is sent to Vichy and forwarded after examina-
tion by the occupation authorities. No other corre-
spondence is permitted except "family cards/' of the same
format as ordinary postcards.

At the beginning of the occupation these cards were
printed. Correspondents struck out messages which did
not apply. At the foot of the card two lines were allowed
for including some personal thought. Before the signature
one could choose "kisses" or "affectionately." For more
than a year now, through the "generosity" of the Fuehrer,
there has been a new "family card" on the back of which
may be written the contents of a letter, if one writes a
small enough hand. The front is divided, allowing one
space for the address to which the card is to be sent, and
another for the sender's name and address. This is what
Hitler called "easing the demarcation line."

As will be understood, these epistolary restrictions have
encouraged the French to find a way round the regula-
tions. A veritable industry has sprung up for passing
correspondence from one zone to the other, "on the quiet."
Volunteers are not lacking for this work. Some do it
freely, others for a consideration. A letter costs 10 francs,
plus the stamp. The "passers," as they are called, number
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